
Report on AFFINITY INDEPENDENT LIVING

Toured and reviewed by Susan Sien, Jerry and Rosemary McGaugh, Franna 
Camenisch, 

Myra Morall and Joanne Brininstool.  

BIG THANKS TO MYRA FOR ALL OF HER INTERPRETING!

Location: 9500 Alice Mae Lane, Austin, TX 78748.  (It’s behind the Penneys and 
Target stores in Southpark Meadows Mall.) It is new and modern and nicely 
furnished with contemporary art and furniture.  Of course, your own apt. Is 

provided by YOU.

Website: www.Affinityforliving.com
In Austin, they own this place behind Southwark Meadows Mall, and they also 

have another location in far north Austin.

Travel Program:  If you live here, you can stay at any other Affinity for $45 a night.  
If you have a guest, $75 a night to use a guest suite if you have no room in your 

apt.

Pet-Friendly…..allowed up to 2 pets.  Service animals are free.  So are companion 
animals but you must have a dr letter to say you need a companion.  They advise 
you to do this because they charge $300 deposit for each pet and $25 a month for 

each pet.

Smoke-free policy.

They have many amenities BUT NOT FOOD SERVICE OR BUS/VAN/SHUTTLE 
service.  This is 100% Independent Living.  If you need Assisted Living or Memory 

Care, you are referred to ELAN facility which is one block north.  You can, of 
course, hire health aides or have hospice workers but this is all on you to locate 
and find and engage them with your doctor’s help.  Affinity has no relationship 

with any of them.

A chalkboard with events and activities for the week is in the lobby.

Parking:  They have garages for $125 extra each month.  Carports are $$75 a 
month.  Storage facilities are $44 or $45 a month.

Indoor mailboxes.

Small library room was available with donated books.

The Internet cafe was available. It also has a TV and coffee available.



The movie theatre was available with theatre seats.  They do have captions.  They 
say they have one deaf person and one blind person living there.

They are building a swimming pool with hot tub, changing room, fitness room, 
and a pickle ball court.

They have raised gardens, and every person has a plot.

The flyer says they have an outdoor BBQ and outdoor kitchen.  Also a workshop 
with tools for men (and women are welcome) but we did not see these or think to 

ask.

Other amenities inside:

Virtual golf room with a real golf ball.  They said they had a golf tournament the 
week before. His place is called the Sports Room.

Billiards Room….there are also round poker tables.

Barroom….large bar with small tables and chairs around the room.  Every 
Wednesday from 4 to 6 they serve wine and beer and sometimes cocktails.  Also 

snacks.  At other times you can bring whatever you have.  They also host 
breakfasts often at Affinity, and it is generally potluck style.

There is a family dining room with a large family-style dining table, kitchen 
appliances (full-size stove, refrigerator, microwave) which you can reserve for 

family or for your club or whatever if you live there.  They said, for example, it is 
already booked for Thanksgiving.   

They also have a big room with card tables and chairs.    Can be used for 
meetings or cards.

Craft room available.

Safety: Limited access building.  The residents need a  fob to come inside the 
EXIT doors.

Rent includes all utilities (except your personal phone), free internet, wi-fi, and 
cable.  The provider is Dual Path (?We never heard of it).  They do maintenance, 

even changing light bulbs.
But cleaning is your responsibility.

Kitchens are better than the Continental….more counter space and cabinets, full-
size stove as well as full-size refrigerator and microwave above the stove.  They 



have small washer/dryer combos (stacked on each other). The kitchen cabinets 
are limited in smaller apartments.

One thing we did not like was all the apartments have shag carpet.  Carpet cannot 
be changed if you find it not to your liking.  Many kitchens have kitchen barstools 
(you would provide your own, of course) which are not appropriate for some with 
back problems.  You would need a little bigger apt. To allow for a table and chairs.  

Walk-in showers but can get apt. With a tub, if you want.

32 different floor plans.  163 total apartments.  78 already occupied.  All others are 
pre-leased.  People snapped them up right away because this is such a beautiful 

place.  Average age is 60-80 since it is only independent living.

We visited 3 apartments.  The smallest one was 500 plus sq ft with under $1300 
monthly rent, one bedroom.  If two people, rent is $150 more.

The average two-bedroom was approximately 841 sq ft. for $1895 rent for one 
person and charge $150 more rent for the second person. The most significant 2 
bedroom was 1300 sq ft, very friendly, $2435 rent for 1 person and $150 more for 

two persons.  Cabinets were better in this one, but Rosemary noticed that the 
washer and dryer combo were located in the second bedroom.  Convenient for 

married couples but maybe not for two roommates.

This is an excellent place to live for independent people.  If you wish a place 
where meals are served, and health aides are readily available, this is not the 
place for you.  Because the average age is 60 to 80, it is possible older people 

would prefer a facility like the Continental.

It is VERY convenient to the Austin deaf club.


